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NEED FOR THE RULE(S): 

These rules were amended by temporary rule on August 18, 2017 as part of the Department's implementation of SB 

942 (2017.) (That legislation ended the part of Differential Response that allowed an exception to the requirement to 

make a disposition in some CPS assessment. To clarify that part of DR relating to providing community services was still 

allowed under the new law, these rules were amended to remove the limitation on the type of services that a family can 

be offered.) The rules need to be amended again immediately because Department efforts to prepare to comply with 

new laws passed in the 2017 legislative session have changed practices and procedures for Department staff. Those 

changes need to be reflected in current rules so that staff and the public have current information about how the 

Department handles reports of child abuse. These changes ensure the rules reflect current law and practice.

JUSTIFICATION OF TEMPORARY FILING: 

The Department finds that failure to act promptly by amending these rules will result in serious prejudice to the public 

interest and children and young adults served by the Department. The Department needs to proceed by immediately 

filing temporary rule changes because the public, the Department, Department staff, and children and young adults 

served by the Department will immediately benefit when the Department’s rules on Child Protective Services: reflect 

the responsibilities of the Department under the law as of January 1, 2018; are in line with Department leadership 

direction to staff; and are clear and concise for staff and the public to understand.

DOCUMENTS RELIED UPON, AND WHERE THEY ARE AVAILABLE: 

Oregon Legislative Information System (OLIS) information regarding: 

 

 

•	SB 243 (2017) available at https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2017R1/Measures/Overview/SB243 

RULES: 



413-015-0400, 413-015-0445

AMEND: 413-015-0400

SUSPEND: Temporary 413-015-0400 from CWP 11-2017(TEMP)

RULE SUMMARY: This rule was previously amended by temporary rule on August 18, 2017, but is being reamended to 

reflect changes going into effect on January 1, 2018: 

 

 

•	Screeners are directed that OAR 413-015-0400 to 413-015-0485 contain all assessment requirements, except that 

additional requirements apply when a report involves a home certified by Child Welfare, ODDS, or OYA or a day care 

facility. 

•	"Community" is deleted from "community services" because services to ensure the rule is inclusive of all types of 

services that may be provided to families. 

•	Terminology is updated.

CHANGES TO RULE: 

413-015-0400 

Purpose and Overview of the CPS Assessment Rules ¶ 

 

(1) These rules, OAR 413-015-0400 to 413-015-0485, describe the activities required to sufficiently complete a 

CPS assessment.¶ 

(a) Additional CPS assessment activities are required by OAR 413-015-0520 to 413-015-0565 when the report 

involves a day care facility.¶ 

(b) Additional CPS assessment activities are required by OAR 413-015-0601 to 413-015-0608 when the report 

involves a home certified by Child Welfare, ODDS, or OYA.¶ 

(2) Completing a CPS assessment involves the following:¶ 

(a) Making face-to-face contact with the alleged victim, his or her siblings, his or her parent or caregiver, including 

the non-custodial legal parent, other children and adults living in the home, and the alleged perpetrator;¶ 

(b) Accessing the home environment;¶ 

(c) Gathering safety-related information through interviews and observation;¶ 

(d) Determining if there is a present danger safety threat;¶ 

(e) Determining if there is an impending danger safety threat by applying the safety threshold criteria:¶ 

(A) Imminent;¶ 

(B) Observable;¶ 

(C) Vulnerable child;¶ 

(D) Out of control; and¶ 

(E) Severity.¶ 

(f) Developing a protective action plan when a child is determined to be unsafe due to a present danger safety 

threat;¶ 

(g) Developing an initial safety plan when a child is determined to be unsafe due to an impending danger safety 

threat;¶ 

(h) Developing an ongoing safety plan when a child is determined to be unsafe from an impending danger safety 

threat at the conclusion of a CPS assessment;¶ 

(i) Determining whether the initial safety plan or ongoing safety plan is the least intrusive plan sufficient to 

manage child safety by identifying how the impending danger safety threat is occurring and applying the in-home 

safety plan criteria;¶ 

(j) Developing conditions for return when an out-of-home ongoing safety plan is established;¶ 

(k) Determining whether a family has moderate to high needs when a child is determined to be safe;¶ 



(l) Offering and, if appropriate, referring a family with moderate to high needs to available non-contracted 

community services; and¶ 

(m) Determining if there is reasonable cause to believe that child abuse or neglectabuse has occurred. 

Statutory/Other Authority: ORS 418.005 

Statutes/Other Implemented: ORS 409.185, 418.005, 418.015, 419B.005 - 419B.050



AMEND: 413-015-0445

SUSPEND: Temporary 413-015-0445 from CWP 11-2017(TEMP)

RULE SUMMARY: This rule was previously amended by temporary rule on August 18, 2017, but is being reamended to 

reflect changes going into effect on January 1, 2018: 

 

 

•	The rule is clarified that CPS workers are not required to determine if a family has "moderate to high needs" during a 

CPS assessment on a non-familial provider. 

•	"Community" is deleted from "community services" because services to ensure the rule is inclusive of all types of 

services that may be provided to families. 

CHANGES TO RULE: 

413-015-0445 

Make Child Safety Decision and Determine Whether to Open a Case ¶ 

 

(1) After all the necessary information is gathered for the CPS assessment and the disposition has been 

determined, the CPS worker must determine if the child is safe or unsafe at the conclusion of the CPS assessment. 

To make a child safety decision at the conclusion of a CPS assessment, the CPS worker must again determine if an 

impending danger safety threat is present as outlined in OAR 413-015-0425, "Determine if there is a Present 

Danger Safety Threat or Impending Danger Safety Threat".¶ 

(2) When at the conclusion of the CPS assessment the CPS worker determines one or more impending danger 

safety threats are present, including a previously identified threat that has not been eliminated, the CPS worker 

must conclude the child is unsafe. When the CPS worker concludes the child is unsafe at the conclusion of the CPS 

assessment, the CPS worker must:¶ 

(a) Determine how the impending danger safety threat is occurring to support the development of an ongoing 

safety plan as outlined in OAR 413-015-0428, "Identify How the Impending Danger Safety Threat is Occurring";¶ 

(b) Develop an ongoing safety plan as outlined in OAR 413-015-0450, "Develop Safety Plans";¶ 

(c) Complete the CPS assessment; and¶ 

(dc) Open a case.¶ 

(3) When at the conclusion of the CPS assessment the CPS worker determines no impending danger safety threats 

are present and any threat identified previously has been eliminated, the CPS worker must conclude the child is 

safe. When the CPS worker concludes the child is safe at the conclusion of the CPS assessment, the CPS worker 

must comply with all of the following subsections:¶ 

(a) Dismiss the protective action plan or initial safety plan if one is in place.¶ 

(b) Determine if the family has moderate to high needs unless completing a CPS assessment involving thea home 

of a Department certified foster parent or relative caregiver, a child-caring agency, or a proctor foster home

certified by Child Welfare, ODDS, or OYA.¶ 

(A) If the family does not have moderate to high needs the CPS worker must complete and close the CPS 

assessment.¶ 

(B) If the family does have moderate to high needs the CPS worker must:¶ 

(i) Offer the family referrals to relevant non-contracted community services as available; and¶ 

(ii) If the family accepts the offer for referrals to non-contracted community services, the CPS worker must refer 

the family to relevant non-contracted community services as available.¶ 

(c) Complete the CPS assessment.¶ 

(d) Close the CPS assessment without opening a case.¶ 

(4) Documentation of the Child Safety Decision. The CPS worker must document in the Department's electronic 

information system the child safety decision including all of the following subsections as applicable:¶ 

(a) If the child is safe and the assessment will be closed or the child is unsafe and the case will be opened.¶ 



(b) If the child is safe:¶ 

(A) Whether the family was identified as having moderate to high needs; and¶ 

(B) If applicable, whether the family accepted the offer for non-contracted community service referrals.¶ 

(c) The basis for the determination in subsection (a) of this section. 

Statutory/Other Authority: ORS 418.005 

Statutes/Other Implemented: ORS 409.185, 418.005, 418.015, 419B.005 - 419B.050

 


